THE LIFE OF NELSON
pursued, I see nothing to prevent the capture of tlm iiv« ^ or HI x Ships of the Enemy's Van. The two or three Ships of Urn KwmvV Rear1 must either bear up, or wear; and, in either ««*u, although tht»y would be in a better plight probably than our two Van-Ships (w»w in the Hear) yet they would be separated, and at a clistanw, to lt»tv ward, so as to give our Ships time to refit; and by that tim<», I believe, the Battle would, from the judgment of the Admiral and Captains, be over with the rest of them. Signals from thitne mom«»nU are useless, when every man is disposed to do hw duty. Tin* gwat object is for us to support each other, and to keep closes to thn Enemy, and to leeward of him.
If the Enemy are running away, then the only signals nfWBimry will be, to engage the Enemy as arriving up with tlmni; and tiw other ships to pass on for the second, third, &c., giving, if pcmHlblt*, a close fire into the Enemy in passing, taking care to gives our Ships engaged notice of your intention.
MEMORANDUM.
(Secret)
Victory, off Cadiz, 9th October,
Thinking it almost impossible to bring a Fleet of forty Sail of tliii Line into a Line of Battle in variable winds, thick weather, and otlwr circumstances which must occur, without such a IOHH of time that thi» opportunity would probably be lost of bringing the Kwmy to lint tin in such a manner as to make the business decisive, I havn ihoroforn made up my mind to keep the Fleet in that position of witling (with the exception of the First and Second in Command) that tin* Ord«T of Sailing is to be the Order of Battle, placing the Fle«t iu two Li mm
1 The author does not here understand the speaking of " two or thiva** ships, when the van is supposed to be five or six—making a total of not over nine or ten enemies.    If this order of attack wag. igguetl, an <»xprt*NH!y stated by Clarke and M'Arthur, on the chase to the West Indiw, Kelson th«w was fully aware that ho with ten ships was in pursuit of eightocm.    (8t»e p. 656.)    It appears to the author more probable that it was iiwiutti to tint fleet when off Toulon, in anticipation of a possible meeting with tho squadron there, when the disparity of force was lew —say, eight to tt»n, This impression is confirmed hy the "Plan of Attack" spimklug of tin? junior "Admirals" — in the plural.    There was hut one sni'.h in tint pursuit to the West Indies.    It is quite possible, however, that th« MHHIO onli*r was re-issued upon the later occasion, re-copied without (rlmngo of wcmltk In any event, it confirms other statements and actions of NtdnouX tlmt mi enemy should not be fought ship to ship, but hy a conceittmtion on of his order.